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Anything out there?
Municipalities are always looking at 
ways to fund new projects to boost 
their existing waste reduction programs.
Budgets are lean and alternatives to 
traditional funding may be useful.
This presentation is an effort to share 
potential avenues of funding for you to 
explore.



Foundation Grants
Foundations: public, private, community 
foundations and corporate programs award 
grants in a variety of areas.
Foundation guidelines detail eligibility.  Some 
require applicants have a not-for-profit 501 c 3 
status – some will exclude municipalities.  What 
if your municipality is not eligible to apply for the 
grant? 
Creative collaboration between a municipality 
and a non-profit organization with 501 c 3 status 
may benefit both parties. 



Creative Collaboration
Identify non-profit organizations in your 
community or region.  Check if they have 501c3 
status.
Would your goals match any of their goals?  
Clean environment?  Environmental education?  
Saving natural resources?  Be creative! 
If you find a common ground, why not ask them 
to apply for a grant that will meet their need and 
bring visibility to your program. They apply and 
you both benefit.



Where to start looking for 
grants

Do your homework!  Identify grant databases 
and search, search, search.
No shot gun approach applications.  Read the 
foundation’s mission statement, guidelines, 
recent grant awards.  Find a few good 
matches. They may not accept unsolicited 
proposals and may require a letter of inquiry.  
Call them if you need clarification or want to 
discuss an idea for a grant. 
The following are examples of sites that exist 
online. 



































Remember to do your 
homework and search, 
search, search.
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